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610-966-3325
office@gracemacungie.org
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:30 am - 3:00 pm
Friday, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

February 2021

GLC Worship Updates
Online Worship: The livestream can be seen every Sunday morning at 9 am, or watched later at
youtube.com/c/GraceLutheranChurchMacungiePA. Many thanks to Grace’s in-person worship team:
Pastor Samantha, Steve Ziminsky, Sandra Schantz, and Al McCrae. Al has made some wonderful upgrades recently to our sound and video both. We thank Barbara Holben and those who donated in
Richard Holben’s memory. Those memorial funds will be used in part to further upgrade the camera
and other equipment. Which brings us to
Sponsors Needed: Grace’s online services have helped all of us during pandemic. We are so
grateful to everyone who volunteered, encouraged the team, or given funds to make them possible.
From the positive response, we hope they continue after quarantine has ended. However, there
have been additional monthly expenses associated with livestreaming, such as licensing fees and increased bandwidth. So just as we have sponsors for flowers, bulletins, and the security system, beginning in February we are adding an option to sponsor the Sunday online services. There can be up
to two sponsors per week, at a cost of $25 per sponsor. Sign up by calling the church office, or sign
up online at www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054eabaa23a0f58-online Thank you!
Lent Begins: This year, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. On
that day, Pastor Samantha will offer Imposition of Ashes in the front parking lot
from 12 - 1 pm, and again from 5 - 6 pm. This will be a drive-through process,
and Pastor will be wearing a mask, face shield, and gloves. If you choose to
come by during this time, you and anyone with you must wear a mask as well.
At 7 pm, there will be a livestream Ash Wednesday service on the Grace YouTube channel.
Midweek Lenten Services: Grace will livestream a midweek service each Wednesday during Lent
(except for Holy Week). We will alternate between Holden Evening Prayer and a Service of the
Word. For each, there will be a 2-person reader’s theatre drama in place of a sermon. Thank you in
advance to Brenda Early, Georgie Graybill, and those volunteering as readers. We also hope to have
Pr. Frank Schaeffer from Solomon’s UCC to join us on some of these Wednesdays.
2/24 – Service of the Word
3/3 – Holden Evening Prayer
3/10 – Service of the Word
3/17 – Holden Evening Prayer
3/24 – Service of the Word
Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter: Livestreams services will be held for these dates as well;
details will be posted online and in the March 2021 Grace Notes newsletter.
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Pastor’s Letter
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in
our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” Romans 5:1-5
If the above verse from Paul’s letter to the Romans sounds familiar,
it may be because it appeared in my October 2020 column and that
wasn’t so long ago. Here it is again, because I feel that we need to
hear about hope. I mean the hope than can only come from being
in relationship with Jesus. It is true, we can get hope and happiness
from many sources; family and friends. But the most true, real, and
lasting hope is in God. This is a lesson I’ve had to learn over and over in my life. Maybe not
“learn” exactly, because I’ve known it a long time. But I know I can never be reminded enough
of how much God loves us and looks out for us. And with that I’d like to share some more testaments of faith I received from members.
From Janet McAleer: “The year 2020 has put faith to the test for me. Losing my sister was so
hard. But just a few months earlier, I had an opportunity to go to Italy with her for a little over
3 weeks. We were supposed to be a group of four, but when two canceled my sister and I went
together. I fully believe God wanted us to have that time together before He took Joyce home.
Memories of that trip and faith that I will someday see her again has helped to deal with losing
her. I’d like to add my sister Joyce was very much a “look for the silver lining” person which I
think had much to do with her faith. She once told my younger sister who washed and shrunk
an expensive sweater to the point her five-year-old couldn’t have worn it, “Well at least you still
have the $7.50 you’d have spent on dry cleaning!” In her honor we have been circulating a 2020
silver lining testament among family members. My contribution was my sons’ improved health.
For other family members it was a wedding, or a couple of new healthy grandkids, or health issues resolved. So much to thank God for even during this terrible pandemic.” Well said, Janet!
There are truly so many blessings and reasons to thank God, at all times.
From Harold Moyer, on the topic of “where do you see is God working in the world”, wrote “All
these health care providers that go to work each and every day, working long shifts to care for
so many that are sick in the hospitals. Then come home and care for their families. Hats off to
each and every one of them!” Yes indeed, Harold. If you are a health care worker reading this,
we thank God for you! God bless you, and please take good care of yourself.
Lastly (for this month, more are still coming!) John Smack shares a “God Sighting” at the Free
Community Meal: “We had 6 meals left tonight so I bought them over to the police. I waited a
while but they didn't answer the door, so I bought them back to church. Pat and I stayed a while
longer in case of any stragglers. Ten minutes later a mom with kids in the car came and asked
for 6 meals. She said our church has been such a blessing for her. Is this God working through
us or what? As Pat said, this is why we do it!!” Amen and Alleluia! This is why we do it. Or as
the ELCA puts it, “God’s Work, Our Hands.”
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
Pastor Samantha
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A Message From Your Council President
Dear Members of Grace,
As you know, Grace Lutheran and Solomon’s UCC have a combined interest and obligation to
maintain operations at Solomon’s Cemetery. I have taken on the role of Treasurer of the Cemetery Association as of a few months ago, and we already have changes that need to be made as
soon as possible.
As your newly elected Council President, I am already asking for your help (sorry, but necessary
J). The Cemetery Association Board is in desperate need of members, as well as needing to fill
some elected positions, to keep this service active for the members of our two congregations.
Solomon’s Cemetery is the final resting place of many of our departed church and family members, so we should all have a deep interest in it being well-managed, seeing that proper burial
sites are maintained, and providing this place of rest for members and their families for many
years to come.
Cemetery Board members are only responsible for attending an annual meeting the first Monday
of February. This year’s meeting has been postponed due to Covid-19 and lack of members on
the board, but it will be rescheduled for later this year. Please prayerfully consider stepping up
to help out so we can continue to provide this wonderful combined church effort to our members.
In addition, Dale Eck (President), Joanne Andrews (Secretary) and Dennis Andrews (Property
Manager) would all like to retire after many years of dedicated service, and so the following paid
positions are open now and need to be filled ASAP:
1) President – presides over annual meeting and makes decisions on various small business
items that may come up between board meetings.
2) Property Manager – oversees maintenance employee, receives calls from funeral homes
about burials, looks up already paid grave sites or sells grave sites to new members, handles arrangements with the grave diggers. The cemetery averages about one burial each month.
3) Secretary – takes minutes at annual meeting, certifies burial/grave site paperwork, and
sends all necessary paperwork into the state.
If you have any questions or would like to become involved, please contact me at 610-737-3104,
President Dale Eck at 610-966-3479, or Solomon’s Church at 610-966-3086.
Thank you for your consideration.
Stay safe and God Bless,
Janene
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A Message from your Outreach Team - February, 2021
We are so blessed at Grace to have so many wonderful outreach programs, thanks to the help of our
great Volunteers. Here’s what’s going on in February …
GRACE DRIVE-UP FREE COMMUNITY MEAL On Friday January 8 we prepared 124 meals of Pork and
Sauerkraut, Mashed Potatoes, salad, and bar cookies. Thank you to all the Bakers, Meal Makers, Packers
and Distribution folks. We couldn’t do this without your help! The next Drive-Up Free Community Meal
will be February 12 from 4:00 - 5:30 pm (note the new time). The menu will include Baked Ziti,
Meatballs, a salad and cookie. As always, we need volunteers to prepare, package, and distribute the
meals. Watch for the SignUp Genius link in the Grace Notes email to sign up. Thank you for your willingness to serve our community!!
GRACE FOOD CUPBOARD The Food Cupboard serves our own Congregation as well as our
Community. All are welcome! Because of the number of clients using the Food Cupboard, we’ve decided to have it open on two days (Tuesday and Friday) of the last week of each month. This has cut
down on the wait time for everyone. The next dates are February 23 and 26 from 2:30 – 4:00 pm;
upcoming dates are March 23 and 26, April 27 and 30. Watch for the SignUp Genius link on Facebook
and in the Grace Notes email to sign up to help. Food items we can always use are canned pasta meals,
cereal, Spam, tuna, or canned chicken. Thank you again for all the generous food donations!
COLLECTING FOOD AND ACTIVITY SUPPLIES FOR DAYBREAK, ONGOING We are still collecting
donations for everyday activities at Daybreak. Any kind of snacks, chips, cookies, protein bars, drinks or
dessert would be welcomed. They also need art supplies; items like individual packs of markers, glitter/
gel pens, glue sticks, water color paints, or construction paper, tissue paper and acrylic paint are needed.
Drop off your donations at the church office between 10 am – 1 pm Monday thru Friday, and place them
in the Chapel in the box labeled “Daybreak”. Thank you!
CONTINUING OPPORTUNITY AT ST. LUKE’S CHURCH ALLENTOWN Grace continues to collect
new or gently used winter clothing for St. Luke’s clothing distribution program in Allentown. Bring your
donations during office hours (10 am – 1 pm Monday thru Friday), and place them in the tote bin labeled
“Winter Clothing Drive” in the Chapel. If you’re interested in helping out at St. Luke’s, please talk to Pastor Samantha.
The entire Outreach Committee is again so thankful for all the volunteer warriors that rise up to join in
the support of our community. Thank you so much!!!
God bless you all,
Michelle Aikey and Your Outreach Team

New Outreach Chairperson
I was blessed to be the Outreach Chairperson for the last four years. Ken and I have made many
good friends all while working on projects and making meals together. Four years ago, we started the
Free Community Meal, added a Fall Apple Festival, and started a Food Cupboard too. These projects represent Community Outreach at its best, but none of these good works would be possible without the people of this congregation. Thank you so much for volunteering to do whatever we asked of you. Sometimes I felt I was “running by the seat of my pants”, but at the end of the day, all the great people of
Grace came together and pulled off some awesome events. I will still be volunteering with the Outreach
Team, but we have a great new leader, Michelle Aikey! Michelle comes in with fresh eyes and new ideas
and I know she will continue to grow the Outreach programs at Grace. Let’s all give Michelle a warm welcome as she continues to carry out the mission of Grace.
Thank you all for four great years, we couldn’t do it without YOU!!!
Mary Schaeffer
#GraceIsThePlace
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February Birthdays
Devotional Books
The booklets for January/
February are here; if you'd like one
just let the church office know. You
may either come by during office
hours to pick it up, or just ask and
we'd be glad to mail it to you. In
these uncertain times, we can all
use the encouragement found in the scriptures.

Purpose Statement and
Guiding Principles
God’s Purpose for Grace Lutheran Church is
to spread the Word to all people through worship, service, learning, fellowship, and support.
We are guided by these principles:
 We accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.
 We pray for all – within the congregation,
community and world.
 We strive to provide assistance to those in
need.
 We welcome all and invite them to grow
with us in Christ.
 We provide Christian Education for all
ages.

Pastoral Hospital Care
If you are hospitalized, please have a
family member call Pastor Samantha or the
church office to inform us of the name of the
hospital where you were admitted (and if possible, the room number). If you have an operation or other procedure scheduled ahead of
time, let us know prior to your stay. Although
we call daily to check for names under Grace
Lutheran's hospital code (237), the best
way for us to find out is to let us know directly. Update: Hospitals in
this area are again closed to
all visitors due to the spike in
Covid-19
cases.
Pastor
Samantha can still call, but
not visit.

Each month we list birthdays of
members who are 80+ in years or
one of our homebound members. If
you fall into this category and we
have missed you, please call the
church office at 610-966-3325 to
give us your birth date. Congratulations to the
following members who will celebrate in February:
David Aten
February 17
Dolly Bachman
February 18

Directory Updates
Phone Number Changes:
Michelle Aikey 215-285-3321
Georgie Graybill 610-392-2164

Grace M.O.B.
Men Of Breakfast
The Grace Lutheran Church
Men of Breakfast has been
suspended until further notice.

Fire/Security System
Monitoring Fees
Please call the church office at 610
-966-3325 to sign up to sponsor a
month during 2021 to cover our
monthly monitoring fees. The
monthly fee is $36. When sponsoring a month, please note on the
memo line of your check “security
monitoring fee”.

Page 6

GRACE NOTES

Dear Church members and leaders:
Thank you for your donation of $200.00 to our
organization. Your donation will be put to good
use in helping us serve the community.
It takes a special group of people to donate to
a non-profit organization in these uncertain times
and I personally thank you. We are humbled by
your generosity. Our organization and community have faced unprecedented challenges in
2020. Your donation will help us continue to respond to calls for assistance as well as help prepare community members for emergencies.
Thank you again for your generosity and concern for our community.
Sincerely,
Christopher Greb, NRP
Operations Manager
Macungie Ambulance Corps
Dear Friends of Bear Creek Camp,
2020. What can I even say that hasn’t been
said by so many before? It was challenging; it
was frustrating; it forced us all to change our
norms of living in countless ways. It also allowed
is to discover new opportunities. It stripped away
much of the excess of life and really showed what
is most important and dear to each of us.
This year at Bear Creek Camp continued to be
one in which ministry and mission were carried
out—just in new and different ways.
As we venture forward into this next year,
there’s still quite the road ahead of us as we prepare for the new challenges that will be presented
by operating camp in this new reality. It has
taken and will continue to take—our whole community to successfully return to fully welcoming
our campers and guests on-site. With your generous support of $250.00 this past year, I am
confident that Bear Creek will continue to answer
the call of helping individuals and communities
explore, celebrate, and grow in God’s creation.
Thank you once again for your support his
year! We thank God for you.
Sincerely,
Colin Grooms
Bear Creek Camp Executive Director

February 2021

Dear Members of Grace Church,
Thank you so much for your very generous
Christmas gift! I really miss seeing all of you.
We all look forward to that day we are together with our church family in person. I
wish everyone health and happiness in this
new year.
Love to All!
Georgie
To Everyone at Grace Lutheran,
Thank you so much for the generous
Christmas gifts to the staff. It is very much
appreciated.
Pastor Samantha
Dear Members of Grace Lutheran,
Thank you very much for your generous
monetary Christmas gift. It is greatly appreciated. It is my pleasure to serve as your
church secretary.
Best wishes for the new year!
Maryann Picarello
To Church Council and the Grace Church Congregation,
Thank you so much for the monetary
Christmas gift.
I really appreciate your kindness.
God’s Blessings,
Allen G . Meck
Dear Members of Grace Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your generous
Christmas gift. It is very much appreciated
and will be used for something special.
Thank you again & Happy New Year!
Cathy Spengler
Dear Grace Council and Congregation,
Writing to say thank you so much for the
generous cash Christmas gift.
It is greatly appreciated during these difficult times.
Sincerely,
Gail Pondelek
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Grace Lutheran Church,
Day in and day out, the Greater Valley YMCA
is here for our communities, creating a healthier and more connected Lehigh Valley. Our
Allentown Warming Station provides a safe
place for our neighbors experiencing homelessness to find warmth, friendship and belonging.
As we prepare to reopen the Station for our
2020-2021 Season, we know that our work is
more critical than ever before due to the ongoing pandemic, and the effect it has had on our
community members.
On behalf of the Greater Valley YMCA,
Allentown Branch, thank you for your generous donation of food with an estimated value of
$80 in support of our Warming Station. Your
donation provides life-saving resources for our
community neighbors in need.
On behalf of our Allentown community, we
thank you for your generous gift, We believe
that when we work together we can create lasting personal and social change in our communities. Your commitment to improving lives in the
Lehigh Valley is sincerely appreciated.
With gratitude,
Jodi L. Perry
Executive Branch Director
Allentown Branch
Grace Lutheran,
The Lehigh County Conference of Churches
acknowledges receipt of goods consisting of
socks, scarves, shampoo, art supplies, and
snacks valued by donor at $277.74.
Thank you for your donation.
Becky Latshaw
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 Reminder - Renewing Grace Appeal envelopes are
inserted in your offering
envelope
packets
each
month.

Moving? New Email?
Changed Your
Phone No.?

We
constantly
struggle to keep
up with everyone’s
current
mailing
and contact information. We are
asking everyone when you
have a change in address,
phone, e-mail, etc., please
make sure your new information is given to the secretary.
Call the office at 610-966-3325, email the church at:
office@gracemacungie.org or
email Pastor at:
sldrennan1@gmail.com. If you
would like an e-copy of our
latest directory, please call
the church office. Thank you.

Is God’s Will
in Your Will?

Have you considered naming Grace
as a beneficiary of
your estate? Putting Grace in
your will is one more way to make
sure your love of God and this
congregation continues to live on
following your death. Speak to
your estate planner about how
this might be accomplished with
either a percentage of your estate
or a specific gift being designated.
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Treasurer’s Report
December, 2020
2020

December

Year to Date

Budgeted need

20,250.00

243,000.00

Actual Member Contributions

14,545.00

193,874.37

Kratz Fund Income-Quarterly

8,280.01

32,925.39

Total Actual Income

22,825.01

226,799.76

Actual Expenses

17,779.44

209,188.15

Monthly/Net Value +/-

5,045.57

17,611.61

Transferred from Savings

3,000.00

5,000.00

December
Snow Removal Expense
Snow Removal Envelope
Renewing Grace Mortgage
Principal Payment 12/1/2020
Balance 12/31/2020

—
150.00
71,223.86
1,287.83
69,936.03

Year to Date
1,206.00
1,542.00
Cindy Hartzell,
Treasurer
cynahartzell@
gmail.com
610-704-7448

*This was a very unusual year and hopefully in the near future the
activities at the church can resume. The Quarterly income from the
Kratz Fund created a positive income for December.

Are You Receiving the Weekly E-Notes?
Right now, it is very important to stay in touch.
Please send your e-mail address to the church office at:
office@gracemacungie.org or directly to Pastor at
sldrennan1@gmail.com. You can also subscribe to the
weekly emails by texting gracemacungie (all one word)
to 22828. You will get a text message that you simply
reply to. Help us to reach you! Thank you.
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Coming in the Need of Prayer
Homebound
We
remember
those of our Grace
Family who are not
able to be physically
with us in our worship: Dolly
Bachman, John Clark, Eleanor
Dickinson, Rachel Fritz, Arlene
Kehm, Chet & Carol Kinsey,
Evelyn Pinter, Betty Reppert,
Edna Tierno, and Paul Wieder.
Also, keep Mike Hoosier in
your prayers.

In the Military

We remember in
prayer all those
who are serving
our country in
th e
mi l i t ary ,
especially
those
from
our Grace family: Keith Beyer,
(son of Cecelia Beyer);
Brandon Bryfogle (son of
Jennifer Serfass); Jules DaRe,
(son of Heidi DaRe); Krystle
Harris (Chet and Carol Kinsey’s
granddaughter); Nathan Harris
(Terry & Karen Hodgson’s
nephew); Damon Knauss
(Sheryl Knauss’s son); Shane
Krause (Tracy Krause’s son);
and Adam Wieder (Paul
Wieder’s nephew).

In Need of Healing
Member Concerns

Cynthia Bachman, Del Bortz,
Jack Early, John Fritch, Kathie
Fritch, Jeanette Fritz, Phyllis
Kempf, Rick Leidigh, Evelyn
Pinter, Betsy Pitt, Judy Reppert,
Angie Smith, Bonnie Solt

Extended Family
And Friends
Brendan Avvento, former student of Tiffany Fenstermaker;
Denny Bartchak, friend of
Sandy Schantz; Shirley Bordner
friend of Alice Clark; David Matthew Bortz, grandson of Del
Bortz; Alyssa Bower, niece of
Lisa Garloff; Paul Boyer, Uncle
of Sandy Schantz; Robert Cieslewicz, friend of Barbara
Cochrane; Linda Clauser,
friend of Sandy Schantz; The
Clay family, Brenda Early’s sister’s family; Jerry Cosimo,
friend of Rebecca Angelo; Keith
Derhammer, uncle of Tanya
Spengler; Frank DeSalvo, stepfather of neighbor of Barbara
Cochrane; Jim Edelman, friend
of Kathy Funk; Ellery Einstein, 5
-year-old daughter of Janene
George's friend; Lucy Feather,
friend of Diane Achatz; Larry
Glase, cousin of Dean Glase;
Georgia Hockett, friend of Rebecca Angelo; Tom Horan,
brother-in-law of Maryann
Picarello; family of James
Hyland, nephew of Pat Smack;
Kellie & Shannon, nieces of Pat
Smack; Sabina Klinger, niece
of Maria Hollenbach; Dawn Lee,
friend of Diane Beltz; John and
Catherine Lunde, son and
daughter-in-law of Judy Lunde;

Kate MacKenzie, daughter of
friend and former member
Donna VanCott; Bethany
Malusa, friend of Gwen
Reinhard; Robert Maris, college advisor of Lori Schaeffer;
Marty Martin, son of Dee Martin; Perri Matejcek, friend of
Rebecca Angelo; Jim McAleer,
husband of Janet McAleer;
Stacey Montgomery, friend of
Lynn Pitt; Rose Ondrejca,
friend of Lynn Pitt; Debbie
Palansky, friend of Michelle
Aikey; Victoria Pitt, daughter
of Jack & Lynn; Sandy Powell, niece of Dolly Bachman;
Rodney Rittenhouse, son of
Nancy Barto; Kelly Rosenberger, friend of Donna Wink;
Kevin Rowley, son of Bonnie
Day, and six additional family
members; Salomon Family,
friend of Tanya Spengler; Alycia Sanfacon, niece of Pat
Smack; Jillian Sayre, friend of
Savannah Spengler; Pr Frank
Schaeffer, Pastor of Solomon’s UCC; Jeanne Schevets,
significant other of Dave
Stoss; Linda Schmick, partner
of Shelly Stichter; Rose Sell,
friend of Barbara Cochrane;
John Smigo’s mother, friend
of Allen & Nancy Meck;
Sondra, daughter of neighbor
of Barbara Cochrane; Connie
Tammerk, sister of John
Smack’s brother-in-law; Paul
Unger, relative of Jim & Cathy
Clark; Dave Updegrave,
brother-in-law of Nancy
Meck; Karen Verholy, cousin
of Mary Schaeffer; Ken
Zimmermann, friend of Pastor
Samantha
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