Grace Lutheran Church, 28 West Main Street, Macungie, PA 18062
610-966-3325
office@gracemacungie.org
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:30 am - 3:00 pm
Friday, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

An Update from Grace Lutheran Church - May 2021
The following are updates on worship services and other events happening in May.
Worship: Grace Lutheran Leadership and Staff, after prayerful consideration, have determined
that GLC will resume indoor in-person worship in May, pending any late developments such as a
surge in new cases of Covid-19. The first in-person indoor date will be May 2 at 10:30 am. Just as
when we had in-person worship last Fall, there will be standard pandemic precautions, as follows:
worshippers must register online in advance (see link in Grace Notes email)
worshippers are asked to use the entrance on Main Street, unless they have need of the access ramp
worshippers must be masked, and use hand sanitizer at the door
worshippers must abide by physical distancing, and will be seated and dismissed at the direction of the ushers
The 9:00 am service will continue to be livestreamed to Grace’s YouTube channel, and available
to watch at any time after that.
Holy Communion: We will not be having Holy Communion at these indoor services, at least initially. However, we do plan to have an outdoor worship with Holy Communion on May 16 at 10:30
am, which is also the day of the annual meeting (more about that in a separate article). As at the
Easter service, there will be chairs available. However, if you have a folding or camp chair, please
bring it.
Pentecost: Sunday May 23 is Pentecost, and as is traditional at Grace it is also Confirmation
Sunday. Those being confirmed that day are Luke Erdman and Jared Petre. To allow space for
their families, the number of other worshippers that day may have to be limited. The May in-person
worship schedule is as follows:
May 2 – signup online to worship indoors at 10:30 am
May 9 – signup online to worship indoors at 10:30 am
May 16 – no signup required; outdoor worship at 10:30 am followed by Annual Meeting
May 23 – signup online to worship indoors at 10:30 am; numbers may be limited
May 30 – signup online to worship indoors at 10:30 am
Roof Repairs: As you read in the March 2021 newsletter, the church roof sustained damage
during a hailstorm in Summer 2019. Thanks to your generosity, the funding for the insurance deductible was received. Work has been approved to begin this month.
As always, if you have any questions, please contact Pastor Samantha Drennan or Council President Janene George. In closing, our most sincere thanks and appreciation to all of our staff, leadership, volunteers, and all of you! In this past year, we have come to appreciate more than ever that
our building is great, but our building is not the church. The people are the church. To God be the
Glory!
Bless you and stay safe,
Grace Lutheran Church Leadership and Staff

A Message from your Pastor

Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster
jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. But when the disciples saw
it, they were angry and said, ‘Why this waste? For this ointment could have been sold for a large sum, and
the money given to the poor.’ But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, ‘Why do you trouble the woman? She
has performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have
me. By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. Truly I tell you, wherever this
good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.’”
Matthew 26:6-13
The above passage, especially where Jesus says “for you always have the poor with you,” has been used
on more than one occasion to justify systemic poverty. As in, “There’s no point in trying to end poverty –
no matter what we do there will be poor people. Even Jesus said so.” But what I’d like us to think about is
this: what if that was not the point Jesus was trying to make, but in fact the complete opposite? Among
others, the Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, Co-Director of Kairos,* offers us a more difficult and challenging way to
interpret this Scripture.
She writes “I believe ‘the poor are with you always’ is actually one of the strongest statements of the
biblical mandate to end poverty. All of the gospels have this anointing story and place it in the Passion narrative before the betrayal, crucifixion and resurrection. I want to suggest that it is actually the turning point
in the Gospel, the place where Jesus is put on a collision course with the Roman Empire by his anointing
and with Judas and disciples for his relationship to money.” In other words, we know where Jesus ended
up by being on the wrong side of the Empire.
She continues by explaining that “the line ‘the poor are with you always’ … actually quotes Deuteronomy
15 – which explains that if people follow God’s commandments there will be no poverty. In fact, this passage lays out the Sabbath and Jubilee prescriptions that are given so that the people of God know what to
do to ensure that there is no poverty – that God’s bounty is enjoyed by all. It concludes that because people do not follow what God has laid out, “there will never cease to be some in need on the earth” (or, “the
poor you always have with you”), and because of that, it is our duty to God to “open your hand to the poor
and needy neighbor.” This reminds me of the passage in Acts 2 we heard recently, where everything is
shared and no one has need. Theoharis then suggests “…we should read Matthew 26 side by side with a
quote from Martin Luther King Jr.: “A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness
and justice of many of our past and present policies. On the one hand we are called to play the Good Samaritan on life’s roadside, but that will be only an initial act. One day we must come to see that the whole
Jericho Road must be transformed so that men and women will not be constantly beaten and robbed as
they make their journey on life’s highway. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar.”
The topic of addressing systems of poverty has been very much on my mind lately. Grace is feeding
more and more people in our neighboring community through the Free Community Meal and the Food Cupboard. This is living faith in action, and as your Pastor I could not be prouder of this church. And at the
same time, I must ask why the need is so great, and is this God’s will?
One of our volunteers heard from an individual who attends the FCM. She wrote “I just wanted to thank
you and hope that you can pass along a thank you to everyone who helps with these meals. It may not
seem like a lot, but they are often the only good meal I get for 1-2+ weeks each month. I cut many corners and pick up side jobs when I can just to pay the bills. I make sure my little one eats but often skip or
snack through meals to leave the more filling/healthier items for him. I didn’t realize how often I did this
until he commented on Friday about how I actually had a “meal” too at dinner. Thank you for everything.”
We immediately responded with more help, and the outpouring of generosity of many individuals known
and unknown is uplifting.
And still, I must ask why. Why this is happening? Why, in this land of plenty, must a woman have to
choose between a full dinner for her child or one for herself? It’s great that we can help her. But there are
many in her condition, and this should not be the case. This should not be.
I don’t have an easy answer to this question. I know things won’t change overnight, and they won’t
change by human effort alone. But they can change with the help of God; they must, and I believe with all
my heart that they will. For every day, Christians pray these words: “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.” We know there is no poverty in heaven. I am certain that is also God’s will for
this world.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ,
Pastor Samantha
*The Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice works to raise up generations of religious and
community leaders committed to the unity and organization of the poor as the leading social force in the

A Message from your Outreach Team - May 2021
Thanks to the help of our many wonderful volunteers we are able to have
many outreach programs. Please feel free to sign up for any of the volunteer
opportunities. We love seeing new faces helping. Here’s what’s going on for
May …
GRACE DRIVE-UP FREE COMMUNITY MEAL On Friday April 9th we
prepared 240 meals of baked chicken, buttered noodles, green beans, corn,
roll w/ butter and black bottom cupcakes. We gave out 208 meals and took
the rest to the Allentown Rescue Mission. Thank you to Kim and her friends
for making this month possible. We couldn’t do this without your help!
The next Drive-Up Free Community Meal will be MAY 14 from 4:00 - 5:30 pm. The menu will include ham, filling, candied tomatoes, and dessert bars! As always, we need volunteers to prepare, package, and distribute the meals. Watch for the SignUp Genius link in the Grace Notes email to sign up.
Thank you for your willingness to serve our community!!
WHAT REALLY IS THE GRACE CUPBOARD? The Grace Cupboard started in June 2020, when the
Zionsville Food Pantry, because of the pandemic, needed a way to distribute certain food donations that
were not deemed necessary to meet the government requirements. They called Grace, and we moved
crates of items like cake mixes, spices, tomatoes, potatoes, cooking oil, beans, pudding, drinks, snacks,
odd vegetables, colored pasta, etc. to our chapel hallway.
That was the start of our Food Cupboard, but we soon realized that we needed more nutritious food
for our clients. So, we asked you to donate canned meats and pasta meals, peanut butter, and other
items so our clients could make better choices. And as always, you graciously donated bags and boxes
of food.
Since last June, our Grace Cupboard has evolved into a drive-up distribution on Tuesday and Friday in
the last full week of the month where anyone in our congregation or community can come and receive
two pre-packed bags of groceries. The bags contain: cereal, peanut butter, jelly, canned fruit, two cans
of vegetables, a box of mac and cheese, pasta and sauce, two cans of beans, a meal helper, canned
meat, a canned pasta meal, and snacks. We are spending, on average, $500.00 each month to give
these sets of bags to our clients. In addition, they can pick from a variety of donated groceries on carts
that are set up in the parking lot.
Everyone is welcome! Because we don’t get any grants from the Government, we don’t have to adhere to government regulations, and we can truly be a community outreach where we don’t turn anyone
away, which is not true with the Zionsville pantry.
Recently, in cooperation with Second Harvest and the Zionsville Pantry, we were asked to pick up food
donations from Weis in Emmaus every Wednesday. These are frozen meals, bread, bakery items, milk,
drinks, canned goods and lots of snacks. Some are dented, or have old or torn packaging, but all still
good food.
In the three weeks we have been picking up the Weis donations, we have loaded the Church freezer
with bread and baked goods. We will run out of freezer space if we only have our Cupboard distribution
at the end of the month, so we have decided to add a “Supplemental Distribution” the Second Wednesday of each month from 2:30–4:00 pm. We will be offering breads, snacks, and other donated Weis grocery items. Our first one will be May 12, 2021.
May 12 from 2:30 – 4:00 pm NEW
Supplemental Distribution
May 25 and 28 from 2:30 – 4:00 pm
Regular Distribution
If you know a family in need that can’t make it to us, please let me know and we can come up with a
solution. Watch for the Sign-up Genius link on Facebook and in the Grace Notes email to sign up to help.
The number of clients utilizing our Food Cupboard grows each month. In March we gave out 126
bags of groceries. Your donations are critical to keep our Food Cupboard stocked and ready to serve our
community. Food items we need this month are canned pasta meals, rice, cereal, Spam, tuna,
canned chicken, soup, and peanut butter & jelly.
Thank you again for your generous donations to our Food Cupboard! A special thank you to a number of people that have donated monetarily to our food pantry. PLEASE NOTE – if sending in any monetary donation, write where you would like your donation to go, on the memo line. We want to get your
generous gift to the right place. (Continued on next page)
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DAYBREAK COLLECTIONS ARE ONGOING
They are currently looking for Bingo prizes, as the residents really look forward to playing each day. When
doing your spring cleaning, please think of donating to them. Drop off your donations at the church office
between 10 am – 1 pm Monday thru Friday, and place them in the Chapel in the box labeled “Daybreak”.
We are still collecting donations for everyday art activities at Daybreak. They need art supplies; items like
individual packs of markers, glitter/gel pens, glue sticks, water color paints, or construction paper, tissue paper and acrylic paint are needed. They also could use water bottles, and small bags of chips as they have
now started their in-person lunch program again. Thank you!
God bless you all,
Michelle Aikey and Your Outreach Team
Dear Grace Church family,
I was touched and overwhelmed by the outpouring of
love, sympathy and support I received on the passing of my
grandson Brett Keller. Thank you
so much for reaching out to me via
phone calls, in person, texts,
emails and cards. I truly appreciate it.
It is wonderful to be a part of such a caring
church family. Grace IS the place. God bless you
call.
Ellie Kirby Raudenbush
Dear Grace Church,
Thank you for having a caring heart and loving
your neighbors. Grace Lutheran Church’s gift of
$250.00 through the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Synod for January 2021 for the Lutheran Home at
Topton is a wonderful expression of love for the
countless children, adults and families who depend
on Diakon for care and services.
Diakon has served our neighbors for more than
150 years because of caring people like you saw a
need and chose to do something about it. The mission is more important than ever today as we face
the COVID-19 virus environment and all of the challenges it presents.
I hope you know how important your support is
to Diakon’s mission of service. Your gifts become
love in action as we continue to fine permanent
homes for children, provide comfort and security to
seniors as they are challenged with this current environment and provide counsel virtually to families
and teens in crisis.
Thank you for your continue prayers and generosity.
Gratefully,
Lisa D. Titus
Dear Pastor Samantha and members of Grace,
Our family wishes to thank everyone for their
cards, prayers and support with the death of my
sister, Evelyn Pinter.
Especially to the Pastor for her service and phone
calls.
Phyllis Kempf

Dear Congregation of Grace Lutheran,
Thank you for your much needed and greatly
appreciated gift of $250.00. Good Shepherd is truly
blessed to have you on our team!
There are things that simply cannot be done
alone — that take a team, and rehabilitation to restore lives after an injury or traumatic event is one
of them.
Thank you for supporting Good Shepherd and
helping us restore lives. Lives like Kevin Oldt’s, who
was severely injured in a snowmobiling accident and
refers to Good Shepherd as “the sun in my life.” He
credits us with pulling him “back into society, back
into living and loving.”
Your partnership is critical in helping to make
sure that individuals needing rehabilitation or help
in restoring their lives have a place to go. They
have Good Shepherd — because of you. We hope
that you will remain our partner for many more
years, and that each time you support us you celebrate being “the sun” in someone’s life!
Sincerely,
Greg M. Wilson, CAP®, CFRE
Associate Vice President, Development

Directory Updates
Phone Number Change:
Arlene Kehm 484-387-1372
Address Change:
Daniel Ray
803 West Rd.
Bradford, NH 03221-3218
Richard and Sally Stevenson
450 N. Krocks Rd. #374
Allentown, PA 18106
484-866-9400

Volunteers Needed to HOST
Free Community Meals

We have volunteer opportunities for anyone willing to put together the meal concept,
plan, shop, and host a monthly meal sometime in 2021. You would have LOTS of help
cooking, baking, bagging, and distributing the
meal. We would love to hear new ideas and
see new faces in this ministry! Please feel
free to contact me to set up your hosting
month, and answer any questions you may
have.
Blessings,
Michelle Aikey

Grace Flower Delivery

Thank you so much to everyone
who sponsors the beautiful flowers
for the altar each Sunday. If you
sponsor flowers and would like to
take them home afterward, please let
the office know so we can hold them
for you. We are also in need of people to deliver flowers to shut-ins (drop off without direct contact). If you can volunteer, please
contact the office or Pastor Samantha. We
NO LONGER NEED half gallon beverage
containers for these flowers. Thanks to all
who brought them in.

Help Us Honor Our Graduates

Grace is interested in recognizing graduates from high
school, college, trade and graduate schools. Graduates or parents, please send the information
to:
office@gracemacungie.org or call the office at
610-966-3325 by May 13 for publication in
our June newsletter. You should include from
where, when, future plans, etc. Please send
a photo too!

Grace Knights Softball Team
Spring is almost here and
COVID restrictions are lifting.
Time again for softball. Grace
Knights usually practice at
LMMS Sunday afternoons in
April. Anyone 16 years and
older interested in joining
come on out. Slo-Pitch Softball League plays
May until early August. If you are interested in
joining us, call Allen Meck (610)966-6220.

Official Notice of
Congregation Meeting
May 16, 2021
at 10:30 am

This serves as official notice that the semiannual meeting of the congregation of Grace
Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, May
16, 2021,following the 10:30 am worship service. Business to be conducted includes:
1. Review and consideration of written reports
in the 2020 Annual Report booklet, which may
be read online or downloaded at gracemacungie.org/Annual-Reports.htm (a limited number of
copies will be printed at church)
2. Other business as needed. We hope to see
all of you at our outdoor worship service at
10:30 am (please park in the front parking lot
or on the street), followed by this meeting.
#GraceisthePlace

Help Grace Lutheran Church
Please ask your
family and friends
to
use
AmazonSmile for all
their
shopping
needs. Here's how to use it: Start your Amazon
shopping at smile.amazon.com When it asks you
to search for a charity, type in the EIN # 231942199. This will come up with Grace Lutheran
Church, Macungie, PA. You will be helping us out,
because Amazon will donate .5% of your purchase to our church. There is no cost to you, and
the shopping experience is the same as on Amazon.com. This is an easy way to support our
church.

May Birthdays

Devotional Books

The booklets for May/June are
here; if you'd like one just let the
church office know. You may either
come by during office hours to pick
it up, or just ask and we'd be glad
to mail it to you. In these uncertain times, we can all use the encouragement found in the scriptures.

Purpose Statement and
Guiding Principles

God’s Purpose for Grace Lutheran Church
is to spread the Word to all people through
worship, service, learning, fellowship, and
support. We are guided by these principles:
• We accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.
• We pray for all – within the congregation,
community and world.
• We strive to provide assistance to those in
need.
• We welcome all and invite them to grow
with us in Christ.
• We provide Christian Education for all
ages.

Pastoral Hospital Care

If you are hospitalized, please have a
family member call Pastor Samantha or the
church office to inform us of the name of the
hospital where you were admitted (and if possible, the room number). If you have an operation or other procedure scheduled ahead of
time, let us know prior to your stay. Although
we call daily to check for names under Grace
Lutheran's hospital code (237), the best
way for us to find out is to
let us know directly. Update: Hospitals in this area
are again closed to all visitors due to the spike in Covid
-19 cases. Pastor Samantha
can still call, but not visit.

Each month we list birthdays of members who are 80+
in years or one of our
*homebound members. If you
fall into this category and we
have missed you, please call
the church office at 610-9663325 to give us your birth date. Congratulations
to the following members who will celebrate in
May:
*John Clark
May 2
Phyllis Kempf
May 15
Chet Kinsey
May 20
Cathy Berg
May 26

Fire/Security System

Monitoring Fees
Please call the church office at
610-966-3325 to sign up to sponsor a month during 2021 to cover
our monthly monitoring fees. The
monthly fee is $36. When sponsoring a month, please note on the memo line
of your check “security monitoring fee”.
Months that are still open are August, October
and December.

Livestream Sponsors

Grace’s online services have
helped all of us during the pandemic. However, there have been
additional monthly expenses associated with livestreaming, such as
licensing fees and increased bandwidth. So just as we have sponsors for flowers, bulletins and the security system, we have added an option to sponsor the
Sunday online services. There can be up to
two sponsors per week, at a cost of $25 per
sponsor or $50 for the week. Sign up by calling
the church office or click on link in Grace Notes

Grace M.O.B.

(Men of Breakfast)
Due to Covid-19, the MOB
was put on hold. We have resumed getting together again
on the last Saturday of the
month. Our next breakfast
will be on May 29, at our regular time of 8
am. Looking forward to seeing the men of
Grace Church then at the Superior Restaurant
in Emmaus.

In Memory
Evelyn M. Pinter
10/7/24 - 3/27/21
Evelyn M. Pinter, 96, passed
away March 27, 2021 in The Willow, Macungie. She was the wife
of the late Joseph Pinter. She
was born Oct. 7, 1924 in Breinigsville, daughter of the late
Charles and Mamie (Trexler) Dietrich. She was a member of
Grace Lutheran Church, Macungie. She was very active in the
church making quilts for those in
need, quilts for babies being baptized, and sewing
many other items for children. Evelyn is survived
by her sister, Phyllis Kempf, nieces and nephews;
step grandchildren, great grandchildren, and
great great grandchildren. She was predeceased
by her husband, Joseph, brothers, Paul, LeRoy,
and Arlan, sisters, Helen, Bertha, and Marie, and
her four stepdaughters, Elizabeth Wetherhold,
Jean Daniels, Roseann Frisco, and Gloria Finocchio. Services will be private at the convenience
of the family. Schantz Funeral Home, P.C., Emmaus is handling arrangements. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Grace Lutheran Church, 28 W. Main Street, Macungie, PA
18062.

Flea Market & Garage Sale

The Lower Lehigh Lions 39th
Annual Spring Outdoor Flea Market and Garage Sale will be held
on Saturday, May 8, in Macungie
Memorial Park, 8 am—2 pm.
Breakfast/Lunch available for purchase; shoofly pie sale, 50/50 raffle.

Winter Clothing Drive

The Winter Clothing Drive was a
huge success. Pastor Samantha made
several trips to St. Luke’s Church to
drop off the donations we collected.
Thanks to all of you for your donations.
We collected the following
items:
38 coats
37 hats
9 pairs of gloves
134 scarves
27 sweatshirts
20 sweaters
10 pairs of pants
2 large bags of miscellaneous winter clothing

Solomon’s Cemetery Association

Board members met on Monday, April 12 in the
Grace chapel. New officers were elected.
President – Ellie Raudenbush (Grace)
Vice President – Phyllis Lichtenwalner (Solomons)
Treasurer – Janene George (Grace)
Secretary – Michelle Aikey (Grace)
Joanne Andrews, Dennis Andrews and Dale Eck
have now retired. David Christman will continue to
do our maintenance work on the cemetery grounds
and Chip Keller has taken the Superintendent position. Any questions regarding lot fees or burials
can be addressed to any of the above-mentioned
board members. Thank you to everyone at Grace
who has stepped up to help keep our combined
church cemetery with Solomon’s alive and running
for our members and their families.
Janene

Page 8

Our April 9th Free
Drive-up Community
Meal. Always a big
success thanks to all
our volunteers!
Our outdoor Easter
Communion Service.
72 people attended.
See photos below:
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS
SCHEDULED FOR FALL
If your marriage has had some struggles during the Coronavirus, you are not alone! The virus
has put a great deal of stress on a lot of marriages. Now is the perfect time to sign up to attend a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend designed to renew and revitalize your marital
relationship no matter whether you have been married a year or 60+ years. The registration
fee has been waived for this year, so you pay only the amount specified on the website for 2
nights in your group-rate hotel room and 5 meals for each of you. Also, scholarship funds are
available for anyone in need. Simply e-mail or call us at the information below before you register. Which Weekend will work for you:
October 1-3, 2021 -- Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA--Famous for its Robin Hood-inspired restaurant, Loxleys
October 15-17, 2021 -- Hyatt Place, Pittsburgh/Cranberry--spacious modern decor guestrooms with couches--an hour north of Pittsburgh
Should complications arise, your payment is refundable up to a month before the Weekend. Weekends begin
at 8 PM on Friday night and end at approximately 3 PM on Sunday. REGISTRATIONS WILL BE LIMITED, so
sign up NOW while there are still openings. Simply go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org, find your chosen
Weekend, fill out the form, and pay the amount specified with a credit card, or print the form and mail with a
check. For questions, please contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie
Schamber, fjschamber@comcast.net or call: 724-325-3166.

Reminder - Renewing
Grace Appeal envelopes are inserted in
your offering envelope packets each
month.
Upcoming
special envelopes:
•
•
•

May Roof Repair
June Food Cupboard
July Back to School

Moving? New Email?
Changed Your
Phone No.?

We constantly struggle to keep up with
everyone’s
current
mailing and contact
information. We are
asking
everyone
when you have a
change in address,
phone, e-mail, etc., please make
sure your new information is
given to the secretary. Call the
office at 610-966-3325, e-mail the
church at:
office@gracemacungie.org or email
Pastor at:
sldrennan1@gmail.com.
If
you
would like an e-copy of our latest directory, please call the
church office. Thank you.
All
weeks
for
2021 have stayed
the same unless you
notified Judy of any
changes. If you need
to make any changes, contact Judy
Reppert at 610-966-2361. The price
per vase or arrangement is $18.00.
You will be sent a reminder when
your payment is due.

Is God’s Will
in Your Will?

Have you considered
naming Grace as a beneficiary of your estate?
Putting Grace in your
will is one more way to make sure
your love of God and this congregation continues to live on following
your death. Speak to your estate
planner about how this might be accomplished with either a percentage
of your estate or a specific gift being
designated.

Treasurer’s Report
March, 2021
2021

March

Year to Date

Budgeted need

19,000.00

57,000.00

Actual Member Contributions

18,872.00

89,770.83

Kratz Fund Income-Quarterly

—

—

Total Actual Income

18,872.00

89,770.83

Actual Expenses

30,198.82

77,952.81

(11,326.82)

11,818.02

Monthly/Net Value +/Transferred from Savings

5,500.00

March
Snow Removal Expense
Snow Removal Envelope

5,500.00

Year to Date

4,012.50

5,116.50

255.00

1,115.00

Renewing Grace Mortgage

45,362.82

Principal Payment 3/1/2021

1,355.22

Principal Contribution

10,000.00

Balance 3/31/2021

34,007.60

Cindy Hartzell,
Treasurer
cynahartzell@
gmail.com
610-704-7448

Note: We are so grateful to our members that have contributed toward the snow removal expense this year. We are also
thankful to the snow removal contractor who waived the first
invoice this year. It’s hard to predict such an expense and unfortunately March 2021 was a snowy month which created a
large expense so far this year. If you are able and willing to
contribute extra toward 2021 snow removal, it would help
your church. Thank you!"

Are You Receiving the Weekly E-Notes?

Right now, it is very important to stay in touch.
Please send your e-mail address to the church office
at: office@gracemacungie.org or directly to Pastor at
sldrennan1@gmail.com. You can also subscribe to
the weekly emails by texting gracemacungie (all one
word) to 22828. You will get a text message that
you simply reply to. Help us to reach you! Thank
you.

May 2021
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Macungie, PA
ZOOM Council Meeting
March 9, 2021

The meeting was called to order by President Janene George. The Pastor opened the meeting with a
prayer and thanked everyone for attending. Purpose Statement and Guiding Principles were read. Devotions were led by Eric Geder, “Community”.
MINUTES – The minutes of the February 9 meeting were unanimously approved on a motion by John
Smack, seconded by Michelle Aikey.
PRIORITY ITEMS
2020 Annual Report/Semi-annual Congregation Meeting – Maryann will send a notice to all officers and
committee chairs to send in their annual report for 2020 by the end of April for typing, copying,
and
collating for the meeting scheduled for after the service on May 16.
Insurance – Our current policy with Selective expires March 10. Chris contacted 3 other companies to
get quotes for comparison. 2 companies were not interested – the company in Philadelphia would
not give him a quote until new policies were adopted and classes taken. Our current company
(Selective) sent us what new policies we would need to adopt and what training all employees and
volunteers would need to take to renew our coverage. Our premium for 2021 is $9,044.00 for the
year – we will pay monthly at a cost of $760. A motion was made by Chris Becker, seconded by
Ellie Raudenbush, to renew with Selective for the year and get more information on the policies
needed and training. Janene will send a letter to all staff members and volunteers explaining the
new policies and training needed.
Raise the Roof campaign – Last month, Council decided to announce that approximately $5,000.00 is
still needed to completely cover the cost of the new roof and we are looking for donations to help
cover these costs. In the meantime, we received a check for $20,000.00 from an anonymous donor specified for roof work or anything else that needs to be done. Our May special envelope is
ROOF so we will know after that how much we need from the donation to pay in full. A motion was
made by Ellie Raudenbush, seconded by John Smack, to reserve $10,000.00 for the roof and use
the other $10,000.00 to pay down the Renewing Grace mortgage. Passed unanimously.
It seems that the majority of members voted for the Royal Slate shingles and Chris will order them
now. The work is to begin in May. A 25% deposit is required to order the shingles.
PASTOR’S REPORT – attached
Pastor announced that 2 delegates (1 man, 1 woman) are needed for the Synod Assembly on June 4
and 5. It will again be a virtual meeting.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY – attached
TREASURER – attached
The $57,000.00 has been sent to Thrivent for investment.
FINANCE COMMITTEE – attached
A motion was made by Ellie Raudenbush, seconded by John Smack, to continue paying Sandy Schantz
for her help with the livestream services to the end of 2021 or as needed. Passed unanimously
ENDOWMENT – none
COMMITTEE REPORTS
MUTUAL MINISTRY
The committee made a motion to discontinue the position of Building Access Coordinator since it is no
longer needed with livestream services. The motion was seconded by Sandy Schantz. Passed unanimously. Pastor will notify Allen Meck of the decision and assure him that if and when the need arises, he
will be notified.
Eric Geder and Janene George will form a Personnel Committee to develop forms for yearly reviews.
They will also update the current job descriptions.
According to our by-laws, committee members are to be rotated and that practice will be started.
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OUTREACH
February Food Cupboard served 58 clients. We have been receiving monetary donations to help replenish
our supplies as needed.
February Free Community Meal prepared 145 meals and they were gone in 45 minutes.
The next Free Community Meal is scheduled for March 12 and 175 meals of Bangers and Mashed Potatoes will be served.
Michelle has put in an application for a CARES Grant through Lehigh County for funds to purchase our
own metal shelving units for the food which would cost about $3,200.00. The units we are using now are
on loan from the Zionsville Food Pantry.
Mary Schaeffer reported that Zionsville operates in conjunction with Second Harvest Food Bank which
receives donations from Weis Markets. Mary and Ken volunteer at Zionsville and get many donations from
them.
PROPERTY
Judy mentioned the ramp outside the office has damage; presumably from snow plowing. Chris will
check it out and contact Saylor’s.
WORSHIP & MUSIC – attached
The committee has decided to have Holy Communion on Easter Sunday. Pastor has purchased prepackaged individual sets of wine and wafer. We will have our normal 9:00 livestream service and communion will be held in the parking lot at 10:30 with mandatory masks.
The First Communion students will participate (4 of the 5) in the outdoor service and will receive their
“graduation” certificate and a pin.
A discussion was had concerning the start up of in-person services again if the Covid numbers keep going
down. It would be a 10:30 service with mandatory sign-ups. We would possibly begin in early May and
see how it works out.
The committee will discuss what to do in the fall as far as Sunday School, etc.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
An external hard drive was purchased for the office computer. That helped a little with the computer
speed.
NEW BUSINESS
It was mentioned that the article about Amazon Smiles should be included in the monthly newsletter.
The church received a considerable amount from Amazon this time.
The Pastor will include the link to the Zionsville Food Pantry on our web page.
CORRESPONDENCE
A letter was received from our gentleman friend in Alabama. He sent payment to sponsor a Sunday for
livestreaming. He is also referring some of his friends to our youtube channel.
PARISH PAPER – Connecting through the Arts
The Pastor thanked everyone for their participation and offered a prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer.
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Next Meeting: April 13, 2021, 7:00 pm
Devotions: Janene George

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Reppert, Recording Secretary

Coming in the Need of Prayer
Homebound
We
remember
those of our Grace
Family who are not
able to be physically
with us in our worship:
Dolly Bachman, John Clark,
Eleanor
Dickinson,
Rachel
Fritz, Arlene Kehm, Chet &
Carol Kinsey, Evelyn Pinter,
Betty Reppert, Edna Tierno,
and Paul Wieder. Also, keep
Mike Hoosier in your prayers.

In the Military

We remember in prayer all
those who are serving our
country
in
the
military,
especially those from our
Grace family: Keith Beyer, (son
of Cecelia Beyer); Brandon
Bryfogle (son of Jennifer
Serfass); Jules DaRe, (son of
Heidi DaRe); Krystle Harris
(Chet and Carol Kinsey’s
granddaughter); Nathan Harris
(Terry & Karen Hodgson’s
nephew);
Damon
Knauss
(Sheryl Knauss’s son); Shane
Krause (Tracy Krause’s son);
and Adam Wieder (Paul
Wieder’s nephew).

In Need of Healing
Member Concerns

Cynthia Bachman, Del Bortz,
John Fritch, Kathie Fritch,
Jeanette Fritz, Phyllis Kempf,
Betsy Pitt, Angie Smith, Jonathan Shoup, Bonnie Solt

Extended Family
And Friends

Alycia & Shannon, nieces of
Pat Smack; Shirley Bordner
friend of Alice Clark; David
Matthew Bortz, grandson
of Del Bortz; Alyssa Bower,
niece of Lisa Garloff; Robert
Cieslewicz, friend of Barbara
Cochrane; Jerry Cosimo, friend
of Rebecca Angelo; Jon Dech,
father of friends of Savannah
Spengler; Keith Derhammer,
uncle of Tanya Spengler;
Frank DeSalvo, stepfather of
neighbor of Barbara Cochrane;
Rob Drennan, brother of Pastor Samantha; David Early,
husband of Brenda Early; Jim
Edelman, friend of Kathy Funk;
Kay Edwards, sister of Nancy
Meck; Ellery Einstein, 5-yearold daughter of Janene
George's friend; Lucy Feather,
friend of Diane Achatz; Larry
Glase, cousin of Dean Glase;
Sylvia Havlish, counselor with
Lutheran Congregational Services; Georgia Hockett, friend
of Rebecca Angelo; Tom
Horan, brother-in-law of Maryann Picarello; family of James
Hyland, nephew of Pat Smack;
Sabina Klinger, niece of Maria
Hollenbach; Dawn Lee, friend
of Diane Beltz; Kate MacKenzie, daughter of friend and former member Donna VanCott;
Bethany Malusa, friend of
Gwen Reinhard; Steve Markowitz, uncle of Pastor Samantha; Marty Martin, son of Dee
Martin; Perri Matejcek, friend

of Rebecca Angelo; Stacey
Montgomery, friend of Lynn
Pitt; Rose Ondrejca, friend of
Lynn Pitt; Debbie Palansky,
friend of Michelle Aikey; Victoria Pitt, daughter of Jack &
Lynn; Sandy Powell, niece of
Dolly Bachman; Rodney Rittenhouse, son of Nancy Barto; Kevin Rowley, son of
Bonnie Day, and six additional family members; Salomon
Family, friend of Tanya
Spengler; Alycia Sanfacon,
niece of Pat Smack; Jillian
Sayre, friend of Savannah
Spengler; Pr Frank Schaeffer,
Pastor of Solomon’s UCC;
Jeanne Schevets, significant
other of Dave Stoss; Linda
Schmick, partner of Shelly
Stichter; Rose Sell, friend of
Barbara Cochrane; Al Simmons, neighbor of Judy Reppert; John Smigo’s mother,
friend of Allen & Nancy
Meck; Sondra, daughter of
neighbor of Barbara
Cochrane; Dave Updegrave,
brother-in-law of Nancy
Meck; Karen Verholy, cousin
of Mary Schaeffer; Jackson
Zak, grandson of Michelle
Aikey
Please update us when
someone should be removed from the nonmember prayer list for any
reason; otherwise, we have
no way to know.
If you would like to add
someone to this list, please
call or email the office and
we will pass it on to Pastor
and the Prayer Chain.
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Church Staff
The People of Grace Church
Ministers
Rev. Samantha Drennan
Pastor
Steve Ziminsky
Organist/Choir Director
Georgie Graybill
Junior Choir Director
Cathy Spengler
Bell Choir Director
Maryann Picarello
Parish Secretary
Judy Reppert
Office Assistant
Gail Pondelek
Custodian

2021 Officers and Congregation Council
*Non-Council Member
President
Vice Pres.
Secretary
Treasurer
Finan. Sec.
Pastor

Janene George
John Smack
Lois Pearsall
*Cindy Hartzell
*Linda Stothart
Pastor Drennan

Michelle Aikey
Chris Becker
Diane Beltz
Eric Geder
Ellie Raudenbush
Mary Schaeffer
Sandy Schantz
Kim Vaupel
Janice Wetzel

